












Uses: Ashley described the Half Hitch (ABOK # 50, p 14) as "tied with one end of a rope being passed around an 

object and secured to its own standing part with a Single Hitch."

Uses: The Overhand Knot was described by Ashley (ABOK # 46, p 14) as "the simplest of the Single-Strand Stopper 

Knots." It can also be used to prevent the end of a piece of rope unraveling.

Overhand Knot Tying Details

Figure 8 (Flemish) Knot Details

Uses: The Figure 8 (ABOK # 570, p 95.) provides a quick and convenient stopper knot to prevent a line sliding out 

of sight, e.g., up inside the mast. Its virtue is that, even after it has been jammed tightly against a block, it doesn't 

bind; it can be undone easily. This virtue is also, occasionally, a vice. The figure 8 can fall undone and then has to 

be retied.

Half Hitch Details

Uses: The Sheet Bend (ABOK # 1431, p 262) is recommended for joining two ropes of unequal size. The thicker 

rope must be used for the simple bight as shown. It works equally well if the ropes are of the same size.

Clove Hitch using Half Hitches Details

Bowline Knot Details

Uses: As shown in this animation, the Clove Hitch can make a quick hitch. Only two Half Hitches were used. To 

make the hitch secure, additional Half Hitches must be added in the same manner. The Clove Hitch has various 

applications. For example, in the theater it is used to adjust the height of stage curtains hanging from a bar; and in 

boating it can be used to initially position a fender hanging from a rail. Both are described in the section about the 

Clove Hitch tied by Threading the End.

Uses: The Bowline (ABOK # 1010, p 186) makes a reasonably secure loop in the end of a piece of rope. It has 

many uses, e.g., to fasten a mooring line to a ring or a post. Under load, it does not slip or bind. With no load it 

can be untied easily. Two bowlines can be linked together to join two ropes. Its principal shortcoming is that it 

cannot be tied, or untied, when there is a load on the standing end. It should therefore be avoided when, for 

example, a mooring line may have to be released under load.

Sheet Bend Details




